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We have been graced with 16 days of meditation on the birth of our Savior. Today we focus on the appearance of 
the Magi. Last week Pope Francis meditated on what the shepherds can teach us: 

Let us be guided by the people we meet in the Gospel, who were the first to see the Mother and Child: the 
shepherds of Bethlehem. They were poor people and perhaps somewhat uncouth, and that night they were 
working. Yet they, not the learned or the powerful, were the first to recognize God among us, the God who became 
poor and loves to be with the poor. The Gospel emphasizes two very simple things that the shepherds did: things 
simple but not always easy. They went and saw. Two actions: Going and seeing. 

First, going. The Gospel tells us that the shepherds “went with haste” (Lk 2:16). They did not wait around. It 
was night, they had their flocks to keep, and naturally they were weary: they could easily have waited for dawn, 
held off until sunrise in order to go and see the Child lying in the manger. Instead, they went with haste, because 
where important things are concerned, we need to react promptly and not wait, for “the grace of the Spirit brooks 
no delay” (SAINT AMBROSE, Commentary on Saint Luke, 2). And so they encountered the Messiah, the one awaited 
for centuries, the one that so many others had long sought. 

Brothers and sisters, if we are to welcome God and his peace, we cannot stand around complacently, waiting 
for things to get better. We need to get up, recognize the moments of grace, set out and take a risk. We need to 
take a risk! Today, at the beginning of the year, rather than standing around, thinking and hoping that things will 
change, we should instead ask ourselves: “This year, where do I want to go? Who is it that I can help?” So many 
people, in the Church and in society, are waiting for the good that you and you alone can do, they are waiting for 
your help. Today, amid the lethargy that dulls our senses, the indifference that paralyzes our hearts, and the 
temptation to waste time glued to a keyboard in front of a computer screen, the shepherds are summoning us to 
set out and get involved in our world, to dirty our hands and to do some good. They are inviting us to set aside 
many of our routines and our comforts in order to open ourselves to the new things of God, which are found in the 
humility of service, in the courage of caring for others. Brothers and sisters, let us imitate the shepherds: let us set 
out with haste! 

When they arrived, the Gospel tells us, the shepherds “found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger” (v. 16). It then says that “after having seen” the Child (cf. v. 17), they set out, filled with wonder, to tell 
others about Jesus, glorifying and praising God for everything that they had heard and seen (cf. vv. 17-18, 20). The 
important thing was that they had seen him. What is important is to see, to look around and, like the shepherds, to 
halt before the Child resting in his mother’s arms. To say nothing, to ask nothing, to do nothing. Simply to look on in 
silence, to adore and to contemplate the tender and comforting love of God made man, and his, and our, Mother. 
At the beginning of this year, among all the other things that we would like to do and experience, let us devote 
some time to seeing, to opening our eyes and to keeping them open before what really matters: God and our 
brothers and sisters. Let us have the courage to experience the wonder of encounter, which is God’s style. That is 
something very different from the world’s seductions, which seem to calm us. The wonder of God and of encounter 
gives us peace; the world can only anesthetize us and give peace of mind. 

How many times, in our busy lives, do we fail to stop, even for a moment, to be close to the Lord and to hear his 
word, to say a prayer, to adore and praise him. We do the same thing with others: caught up in our own affairs or in 
getting ahead, we have no time to listen to our wife, our husband, to talk with our children, to ask them about how 
they really are, and not simply about their studies or their health. And how good it is for us to take time and listen to 
the elderly, to our grandfathers and grandmothers, in order to remember the deeper meaning of our lives and to 
recover our roots. Let us ask ourselves too, whether we are capable of seeing the people next door, the people who 
live in the same building, the people we meet each day on the street. Brothers and sisters, let us imitate the 
shepherds: let us learn to see! To understand by seeing with our hearts. Let us learn to see. 

Going and seeing. Today the Lord has come among us and the Holy Mother of God sets him before our eyes. Let 
us rediscover in the enthusiasm of going and the wonder of seeing the secret that can make this year truly “new”, 
and thus overcome the weariness of being stuck or the false peace of seduction. And now, brothers and sisters, I 
invite all of you to look to the Virgin Mary. Let us invoke her three times, as the people of Ephesus did: Holy Mother 
of God! Holy Mother of God! Holy Mother of God! 
 
-Pope Francis 



The SFX Community extends their prayers and 

condolences to the families and friends of 

Helen Drawdy, Catherine Bailey, and Philip Hand.  

May they rest forever in the peace of Christ.  

Saturday: 
Entrance: # 82 
Offertory: # 105 
Communion: # 90/110 
Closing: # 84 

If you have moved recently, please submit your new address by 

an email to annbuebel@xavierbrunswick.org or submit an updated 

registration.  We need this information for tax donation letters. 

Sunday 
Entrance: # 93 
Offertory: # 107 
Communion: # 108 
Closing: # 105 

Start the new year deepening your relationship with 

Jesus!  Discovering Christ is a seven-week experience that will 
help you renew your faith in a casual and friendly 
atmosphere.  You can attend the morning or evening sessions 
(evening sessions will include dinner and morning sessions have 
a potluck lunch).  Each session includes the mealtime, video 
teaching and small group discussion.    

Discovering Christ Evening Schedule:  Thursday evenings at 

6:00 pm in the Narthex beginning January 12, 19, 26, February 
2, 9, 16, 23 with a day retreat on February 12th 

Discovering Christ Morning Schedule:  Beginning at 11:00 on 

Wednesday January 18th in the Narthex, then continuing 
Thursdays at 11:00 am January 19, 26, February 2, 9 16 and 23 
with a day retreat on February 12.  Bring a dish to share! 
Please sign up on the lists at the back of church or email John 
and Patti LaNeve at lanevepj@bellsouth.net. 



Second 

Collections 

Black & Native - 
Jan. 8/9  

SFX CCW News 
& Happenings 

Please join us.  

Our next meeting 
is scheduled for 
January 10th in 
the Narthex at 
6:30 p.m. The 
CCW will be 
praying the 
rosary before the 
11am Sunday 
mass, the third 
Sunday of every 
month at 10:30 
am.  

Register now for your 2023 Georgia state tax credit that benefits Catholic 

education. GRACE Scholars provides scholarships to children from families with 

financial need in grades PreK-12 for use at participating schools located in the 

State of Georgia. You will receive a 100 percent state of Georgia tax credit for 

your donation. This gift helps deserving students in Georgia receive an 

excellent Catholic education at no cost to you! Visit 

www.gracescholars.org for more details and to 

register! Don’t miss out on this tax credit opportunity. 

Register Early!  

Fr. Tim is leading a parish pilgrimage to Italy in 

June. There are flyers on the front table or you can 

request one by email at tmckeown@diosav.org  



MASS INTENTIONS 

January 7 - 15 

 

Saturday, January 7 

  5:00 p.m.  t  George & Rita Doubek.  
       Roseanne Hale 

7:00 p.m.  t Brad Henjum 

(at Jekyll United Methodist Church) 

 

Sunday, January 8 

   8:30 a.m.  t  William Leonard 

   11:00 a.m.  t Anna Phan 

6:00 p.m. (Spanish)  Our Parish Family 

 

Monday, January 9 

  Noon   Tuya Family 

 

Tuesday, January 10 

   Noon    t   Sabrina Simmons 

  

Wednesday, January 11 

   7 p.m.   t  Robert Gilleski 

  

Thursday,  January 12 

    8 a.m.  t  BK Baker 

  

Friday, January 13 

    8 a.m.   Special Intentions 

   

Saturday, January 14 

  5:00 p.m.  t   Helen Drawdy,  

  Catherine Bailey & Philip Hand 

7:00 p.m.   t     Kathleen Allegria &   
 Sandee Coddington 

(at Jekyll United Methodist Church) 

 

Sunday, January 15 

   8:30 a.m.  t   Michael Ferguson 

   11:00 a.m.  t   William Leonard 

6:00 p.m. (Spanish)  Our Parish Family 

Bulletin Advertisers Needed! 

Mary Frericks from Diocesan (our bulletin 

publishing partner) 404-771-2564 

MFrericks@Diocesan.com 

Our parish has partnered with OSV for a 

digital solution for our tithing and giving 

options. By scanning the QR code with 

your smartphone camera, you will be 

directed to the St. Francis Xavier page with 

OSV. This will allow you to make a one 

time donation or set up recurring payments. 

If you currently use paper 

envelopes, you can also elect 

to go digital here. Your 

generosity in supporting our 

parish is greatly appreciated!  

Do you love to sing for our Lord? If you do, we 

need you! Starting this Sunday, anyone who 

wishes to join the Cantor in the Choir Loft at 8:30 

a.m. and sing the week's hymns is welcome. 

Please know you can come 15 minutes prior to 

Mass to practice with the Cantor. No talent 

needed! Just a good voice, and a strong spirit. All 

hymns are planned in advance for our 

convenience. Please contact Leah Simpson at 

leahsimpson33@gmail.com for more information.   

Offertory 

12/17-18    $ 21,658.04. 

12/24-25     $ 25,826.67 

12/31 - 1/1    $ 12,328.37 

Dio. Sav. Schools   $ 2,862.00 





St. Francis Xavier Staff email addresses and exts. 

912-265-3249  

Fr. Tim, Pastor: tmckeown@diosav.org 

Fr. Esteban, Associate Pastor: emallar@diosav.org, ext. 12 

Ann, Office Manager: annbuebel@yahoo.com, ext. 0 

Deacon Chris Sadowski, csadowski@bellsouth.net 

912-264-6805  

Nancy, Hispanic Ministry:  SFXHispanicMinistry@gmail.com, ext. 11 

Marisol, PSR, Youth & Family Ministry: sfxcym05@gmail.com, ext. 12 

Kathy, Finance Director: kwood@sfxcs.org, ext. 10 

Deacon Dr. Mermann, Principal: tmermann@sfxcs.org, 912-265-9470 


