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Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 19, 2023 



Mass of the Solemnity of St. Joseph (March 20th at 7PM)  
Mass of the Solemnity of the Annunciation (March 25th 9AM) 

 
     Many Catholics have heard about the mysterious stepfather of Jesus Christ, but rarely do we think deeply about 
this silent Biblical figure. We see in the beginning of St. Matthew the long and seemingly tedious genealogy of Christ 
through David. Within it, we see a long list from Abraham to David to Joseph, which includes both the saints and the 
sinners of the family. Through his adoption of Jesus, Jesus is seen as being truly part of this line of St. Joseph that 
connects him with King David, which fulfills the prophecy of Nathan in 2 Samuel 7:16, “And your house and your 
kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be established forever.” As anyone that has read 
the Old Testament knows, the Davidic line really struggled and was powerless by the time of the Roman occupation. 
Nonetheless, through the foster-fatherhood of St. Joseph, God fulfills Nathan’s prophecy through the Incarnation of 
Christ, which is celebrated on the Solemnity of the Annunciation. 
     The Annunciation is the celebration of the Angel Gabriel’s Announcement of this great news. This beautiful day 
allowed all creation to hear one of the most important dialogues in all of history, the conversation between the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Gabriel, which can be found in its entirety in Luke 1:26-38. This is where the second 
person of the Trinity is made flesh to dwell among us (John 1:14). It is such a pivotal moment in all of salvation 
history because God, who does not need humanity by any means, comes down to us, out of love, to save us from 
our sin. We, by our own merit, can never earn Heaven. This idea has been regularly condemned by the Church; 
rather, we are saved by God’s grace, which we can knowingly receive through his sacraments. This grace should 
compel us to be more like God and live more charitably, which is why St. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 13:13, “So faith, 
hope, and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” We in our fallen nature need help. We could 
never love completely because of original sin, so we needed God to help us, which is what Jeremiah and Ezekiel 
prophesied about. Specifically, I want to point out to you Ezekiel 36:26-27, “A new heart I will give you, and a new 
spirit I will put within you; and I will take out of your flesh the heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. And I will 
put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to observe my ordinances.” This is 
impossible on our own to do, so we needed the help of God to transform us, which we know He does through the 
cross and the sacraments administered by His Church.  
     Although the Annunciation is an amazing reality where we get so many of our Marian prayers and deep theology 
like the Hail Mary and the Angelus, Mary’s interaction with St. Gabriel, through the Holy Spirit, mysteriously causes 
her to become pregnant, which definitely would have raised some eyebrows. St. Joseph, Mary’s betrothed, is now 
stuck with a tough decision. We can read this in many ways, but I think one of the most profound ways of reading 
this is that Joseph was not trying to divorce Mart out of anger or distrust, but because he knew that she was telling 
the truth, and he felt unworthy to be a part of this massive part of God’s salvation plan. This idea is supported by the 
strange dialogue that Mary has with Gabriel when she asks how she was to become pregnant. Something much 
deeper is going on here because a normal betrothed woman would not have asked that question because she would 
have known how her future child was to come about, through her future husband. Nonetheless this mysterious act of 
God is followed up with dreams to St. Joseph which gave him the courage to be the foster-father of Christ (Matthew 
1:18-25).  
     In regards to St. Joseph’s greatness, we must think of how much interaction he would have had with Jesus as a 
child. He was a manual laborer, a carpenter, who would have had his son working with him quite regularly so as to 
pass on his trade. Although fully human and fully God, Christ would have learned about manhood through St. 
Joseph. Seeing how “Jesus increased in wisdom in stature, and in favor with God and man,” as attested in Luke 
2:52, Christ learned like us and developed like us in all things but sin. Due to St. Joseph’s role in life as a giver, 
provider, and protector to Jesus and St. Mary, he is the patron saint of fathers, families, and the universal Church. 
He is a man that all men should look up to. In today’s world, we definitely need his intercession.  

In regards to this solemnity, it came about because of St. Joseph’s intercession for the Sicilian people during a 
great famine. He helped them by sustaining them with fava beans, which is why St. Joseph’s Day is seen as a day to 
feed the poor and neglected. This day is commemorated quite magnificently by the Sicilians to this day with the 
famous St. Joseph altars, which are covered in statues, dishes of Italian food, and fava beans. To celebrate this 
occasion, we will be having a Mass on the Solemnity of St. Joseph on Monday March 20th at 7 PM, which will be 
similar to the chanted candlelit Mass we had for Candlemas. Since it is a solemnity, we are encouraged to celebrate, 
so you can break your Lenten fast, which is why you should bring a dessert to have after Mass in the Narthex. We 
hope you can come and pray for the Church, all fathers, and all families on this special day. 
     The day of the Solemnity of the Annunciation is on March 25th because it is nine months before Christmas. We 
will have this Mass on Saturday March 25th at 9:00 AM. Because of this day’s significance in regard to the 
Incarnation, we will genuflect during the Creed as we do on Christmas rather than bow as normal. This Mass begins 
the CCW retreat but is open for the entire parish. The retreat will go on as scheduled after Mass. This Mass will also 
begin our devotion to Our Lady Undoer of Knots. This is a devotion promoted by Pope Francis, and is a chance for 
us to pray for situations in our lives that seemed tied up or bound up be they medical issues, financial issues, or 
relationship situations. Beginning March 25th, you can tie on your special prayer in the Marian Chapel in the 
back.  Sometime from March 25th-April 23rd, we invite you to pray a Novena to Our Lady Undoer of Knots for your 
intention.  
Kevin Braski 



CCW Lenten Retreat 

The St. Francis Xavier Council of Catholic Women cordially 
invites the women of St. Francis Xavier, St. William, Nativity 
of Our Lady, and Jekyll Island to their biennial Lenten Retreat.  

Saturday, March 25, 2023 - 9am -2pm  

(Flyers available on the tables) 

Stations of the Cross  Friday at 7 p.m.  

On Monday, March 20 we will have a special Mass in honor of St. Joseph, Patron 

of the Universal Church. Mass will be at 7:00 pm followed by a reception in the 

Narthex. Bring a dessert to share since this is a Solemnity (high celebration!).   

Would you like to dive deeper into your faith journey this Lent? 

Please join us for the Following Christ series that helps us learn how to live as Christians in today’s world 

based on basic disciplines and truths that have been practiced by Christians from the 

time of the early Church. 

Topics include:  Daily Personal Prayer, Hearing God in Scripture, The Power of the 

Sacraments, Forgiving One Another, The Spirit-Empowered Life, We Are At War 

Retreat, The Heart of a Disciple, and Going On With the Lord. 

Each Thursday session starts with a potluck meal, followed by a short video 

presentation and group discussion.   

Everyone is welcome!  Bring an appetizer, main dish, side dish or dessert to share and 

join us on March 23, 30, April 13, 20, 27, May 4 and a half day retreat on April 23rd.  

Young Catholics  

On Friday March 24 we will offer a special Holy Hour and talk by Fr. Robert Phillips, a priest from 

St. John in Valdosta. Fr. Robert is the Vocations promoter for our region and will talk to our 

young Catholics (age 18-35) about God's calling to priesthood and or religious life as a religious 

sister or brother. We will meet in the Narthex at 6 p.m. and move to the St. Joseph Chapel.  

Saturday, March 25 is the Solemnity of the Annunciation. We will offer 

a Mass in the Church at 9:00 a.m. This will coincide with the start of the 

CCW Women's Retreat but all are welcome to attend the morning mass!   



Saturday: 
Entrance:  # 121 
Offertory:  # 137 
Communion: # 340 
Closing: # 599 

Sunday 
Entrance:  # 509 
Offertory:  # 406 
Communion:  # 449 
Closing: # 717 

After one month we are at 

50% of our Annual Catholic 

Appeal total. We are off to a 

great start! Please send in 

your gift or pledge this week if 

you have not already done so.   

Genesis to Jesus - Sundays 9:40 to 10:40 in St. Joseph’s room of the Parish 
Center.  

Lesson 8: Wandering in the Wilderness – 3/19 
Lesson 9: Rise of the Covenant Kingdom – 3/26  
Lesson 10: Features of the Kingdom – 4/2 
Lesson 11: New Moses, New Covenant – 4/16 
Lesson 12: The Kingdom Transformed – 4/23 

Sponsored by the Family Ministry. For more information contact 
brianlabudde@gmail.com 

Knights of Columbus State Charity Raffle : The 2022-2023 
Charity Raffle to benefit both statewide and local charities 
is now being held through  the end of April.  St. Francis Xa-
vier School has been designated as the local charity which 
will receive up to 70% of the proceeds from local ticket 
sales.   The prizes are: 1st Place $5,000; 2nd Place $2,500; 
3rd Place $1,000.  Last year, the winning ticket was sold by 
Council 1939 here in Brunswick. Tickets may be obtained 
from members of the Knights of Columbus – 1 for $5 or 5 
for $20.  They will be available after most weekend masses 
and at the Lenten Fish Dinners.  Winners will be drawn on 
May 13th at the Georgia Knights of Columbus Convention.  
For tickets or more information, call Don Heinecke at 912-
577-8722.   

BROWN BAGS FOR LENT      Sponsored by St. Vincent de Paul GA 
 
Not sure how to give alms this Lent? On Sunday, March 26, brown 
grocery bags with a suggested meal plan stapled to each bag will be 
available at the back and sides of the church.  The cost of each meal will 
be approximately $30.00.  Please prayerfully consider taking home a bag, 
shopping for the items listed, and returning it to SFX on April 2. Each bag 
will contain food to feed a family in need. Currently, SVdP serves 120 
families each week. With the cost of food escalating, this will help 
considerably in our quest to help those in need.  Please return shopping 
list with the brown bag. Thank you for your continued generosity and 
support.  



MASS INTENTIONS 

March 18- 26 

Saturday, March 18 

5:00 p.m. t    Peggy Eades 

7:00 p.m.   t    Jack Nolen 

(at Jekyll United Methodist Church) 

 

Sunday, March 19 

8:30 a.m.    Special Intentions 

11:00 a.m.    t   Josefina Tresserras 

6:00 p.m. (Spanish) t  Bernada Margarita Velasco 

 

Monday, March 20 

Noon   Rev. Dermot Rouche SMA (int.) 

7:00 p.m.   St Joseph Mass 

 

Tuesday, March 21 

Noon   t  Frank & Isla O’Quinn 

 

Wednesday, March 22 

7 p.m.   t   Gene Fiese 

 

Thursday,  March 23 

8 a.m.   t   Anna Phan 

 

Friday, March 24 

8 a.m.   Special Intentions 

7 p.m.   Stations of the Cross 

 

Saturday, March 25 

9:00 a.m.   Our Parish Family 

5:00 p.m. t    Laurie Anderson 

7:00 p.m.   t    Bill & Joe Coddington 

(at Jekyll United Methodist Church) 

 

Sunday, March 26 

8:30 a.m.    Special Intentions 

11:00 a.m.    t   Anna Phan 

6:00 p.m. (Spanish) t  Juan Lopez 

 

 

ST. VINCENT de PAUL GA 

The SVdP food pantry and thrift store thanks 
you for your generosity in contributing to the 
food pantry, gently used clothing for our 
thrift store, and volunteering. We could not 
be able to accomplish all that we do if it 
were not for you, the parishioners. Thrift 
store volunteers continue to be needed on 
Tuesdays (1-4) and Fridays (10-4).  Please 
call Paula Donovan (912)266.0880. 

Food pantry requests  
Canned tuna and chicken 
Peanut butter and Jelly 

Canned fruit 
Chili 

Baked Beans 
Spam 

Our parish has partnered with OSV for a digital 

solution for our tithing and giving options. By 

scanning the QR code with your smartphone 

camera, you will be directed to the St. Francis 

Xavier page with OSV. This will allow you to make a 

one time donation or set up 

recurring payments. If you currently 

use paper envelopes, you can also 

elect to go digital here. Your 

generosity in supporting our parish 

is greatly appreciated!  

Offertory  3/11 - 12  $16185.00 

Prayer List 

Kimberly Parsons Daub 

Richard Waltz 

Phyllis & Jim Nase 

Tonya Layman 

Jim Shoenthal 

Ballester-Mallar Family 



Here are ways you can still help SFX 
School!  Thanks for all you do!  

Publix:  Link your Club Publix card 
to our school by searching zip code 
31520 - https://www.publix.com/
myaccount/publix-partners                                                                                                                             
Harris Teeter Together in 
Education:  Link your VIC card to 
our school using school # 2336 -https://
www.harristeeter.com/user/account/My-
account                                                                                                                             
Box Tops For Education: No more 
clipping!  No more sending Box Tops to 
school! Download the new Box Tops 
app, set up St. Francis Xavier as your 
school, shop as you normally would, 
scan you store receipt to find 
participating products.  *Eventually the 
Box Tops program will become digital-
only.*                                                   

SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2023 
AT 7:30 AM – 11 AM 

1129 Grant Street 

Spanish class enjoyed making empanadas today!  

https://www.publix.com/myaccount/publix-partners
https://www.publix.com/myaccount/publix-partners
https://www.harristeeter.com/user/account/My-account
https://www.harristeeter.com/user/account/My-account
https://www.harristeeter.com/user/account/My-account


St. Francis Xavier Staff email addresses and exts. 

912-265-3249  

Fr. Tim, Pastor: tmckeown@diosav.org 

Fr. Esteban, Associate Pastor: emallar@diosav.org, ext. 12 

Ann, Office Manager: annbuebel@yahoo.com, ext. 0 

Deacon Chris Sadowski, csadowski@bellsouth.net 

912-264-6805  

Nancy, Hispanic Ministry:  SFXHispanicMinistry@gmail.com, ext. 11 

Marisol, PSR, Youth & Family Ministry: sfxcym05@gmail.com, ext. 12 

Kathy, Finance Director: kwood@sfxcs.org, ext. 10 

Deacon Dr. Mermann, Principal: tmermann@sfxcs.org, 912-265-9470 


