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Mon. - Thurs. - "h us

8:00a.m. -4 p.m.
Fri.
8:00a.m.-12:30
p.m.

Oficina de Ministerio
Hispano

Lunes— cerrado

Martes a Viernes:
12:30pm.-3pm.

Sabado: cerrado
Domingo: 9:30-11am

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
Horario de
Confesiones

Wednesday/
Miércoles
6:15 - 6:45 p.m.

Thursday/Jueves
7-8p.m.

Saturday/ Sabado
4 -4:45 p.m.

Sunday/Domingo
7:45-8:15a.m.

St. Francis Xavier Staff email addresses and exts. 912-265-3249
Fr. Mark, Pastor: mvanalstine@diosav.org ext. 2

Fr. Juan Carlos, Associate Pastor: jccastillo@diosav.org, ext. 3

Seminarian Stephen Owusu Dwamena, stephen@xavierbrunswick.org

Ann, Office Manager: annbuebel@xavierbrunswick.org, ext. 9
Deacon Chris Sadowski, ext. 4 deaconchrissadowski@xavierbrunswick.org
Deacon Dr. Terry Mermann (Licensed Catholic Counselor): Deaconterrymermann@gmail.com, ext.
Nalleli, Ministerio Hispano: naylee@xavierbrunswick.org, ext. 6
Steve Fleming, Finance Church & School: finance@xavierbrunswick.org, ext. 7
Annemarie Marr, Principal - amarr@sfxcs.org, ext. 8




Mary As a Treasure of Our Faith

The days of waiting are almost at an end. The lights of the Advent wreath are now fully lit and shining in
all brightness. But before we get ready to welcome Christ, receive him, and embrace him, the Holy
Mother Church draws our attention to someone else; the Blessed Virgin Mary.

As Catholics, our devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary is undoubtedly something that stands out. This
devotion, though sometimes misunderstood or even criticized, is a treasure of our faith. At times, we
may feel hesitant to express this love openly, wary of how others will perceive us. Yet, the readings for
today remind us that Mary is a profound gift from God, and that we are called to embrace her without
fear, just as we receive what is within her.

In today’s Gospel, we witness the tension and potential shame Mary could have faced for conceiving by
the Holy Spirit before living with Joseph as his wife. In the culture of her time, such a situation could
bring public disgrace or even punishment. Joseph himself did not initially understand what God was
accomplishing through Mary and was contemplating to divorce her. But in a dream, an angel told him:
“Do not be afraid to take Mary into your home.” The word “take,” as used here, carries the deep meaning
of receiving, accepting, having a personal relationship with, and associating oneself with another. Thus,
in other words, Joseph was being invited not only to protect Mary but to form a personal relationship with
her, to not be afraid to be associated with her, and by extension, the mystery she bore.

This message resounds in our lives today: Do not be afraid to be associated with the Blessed Virgin
Mary. Do not be afraid to welcome her into your home, your heart, and your public witness of faith. Pray
with Mary daily, celebrate her feasts, consecrate yourself to Mary, display Marian images or symbols,
imitate her virtues. By embracing Mary in these ways, we not only honor her but also draw closer to
Christ. Like Joseph, we are encouraged to overcome any fear or hesitation and bring Mary fully into our
lives, allowing her to guide us to deeper faith, courage, and love of God. This Advent, as we prepare for
the coming of Christ, let us hear the angel’s words anew: Do not be afraid to take Mary into your life.

Stephen Owusu Dwamena, Seminarian

Maria: Un Tesoro De Nuestra Fe

Los dias de espera estan a punto de concluir. Las luces de la corona de Adviento brillan con toda su
intensidad. Antes de prepararnos para acoger, recibir y abrazar a Cristo, la Santa Madre Iglesia dirige
nuestra atencién hacia otra persona: la Santisima Virgen Maria.

Como catdlicos, nuestra devocion a la Santisima Virgen Maria es sin duda algo que nos distingue. Esta
devocion, a menudo malinterpretada o incluso criticada, es un tesoro de nuestra fe. A veces, podemos
sentirnos reticentes a expresar este amor abiertamente, temerosos de cémo nos percibiran los demas.
Sin embargo, las lecturas de hoy nos recuerdan que Maria es un don profundo de Dios, y que estamos
llamados a abrazarla sin miedo, tal como recibimos lo que hay en ella.

En el Evangelio de hoy, somos testigos de la tension y la posible verglienza que Maria pudo haber
experimentado al concebir por el Espiritu Santo antes de vivir con José como su esposa. En su cultura,
tal situacion podia acarrear deshonra publica o incluso castigo. Inicialmente, José no comprendia el plan
divino a través de Maria y consideré divorciarse de ella. Sin embargo, en un suefio, un angel le aseguro:
“‘No temas llevar a Maria a tu casa”. La palabra “llevar”, en este contexto, implica recibir, aceptar, tener
una relacion personal y asociarse con otro. En esencia, José no solo estaba siendo invitado a proteger a
Maria, sino a formar una relacion personal con ella, a no temer estar asociado con ella y, por extension,
con el misterio que ella llevaba.

Este mensaje sigue siendo relevante para nosotros hoy. No temamos asociarnos con la Santisima
Virgen Maria. No temamos darle la bienvenida en nuestros hogares, corazones y testimonios publicos de
fe. Rezemos con Maria a diario, celebremos sus fiestas, consagrémonos a ella, exhibamos imagenes o
simbolos marianos e imitemos sus virtudes. Al abrazar a Maria de estas maneras, no solo la honramos,
sino que también nos acercamos a Cristo. Como José, se nos anima a superar cualquier miedo o
vacilacién y a dar la bienvenida a Maria plenamente a nuestras vidas, permitiéndole guiarnos hacia una
fe mas profunda, valor y amor hacia Dios. Este Adviento, mientras nos preparamos para la venida de
Cristo, escuchemos de nuevo las palabras del angel: No temamos tomar a Maria en nuestras vidas.

Stephen Owusu Dwamena, seminarista




MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, December 20

5:00 p.m. Luis & Fe Oracion, Charlie Bischof
7:00 p.m. Luana Dickey

(at the Jekyll Isl. United Methodist Church)
Sunday, December 21

8:30 a.m. Kent Rutledge

11:00 a.m. PJ, Mary, Effie & Preston
Blanchard, Helen Watkins

6 p.m. Santos Cervantes &
Aurelio Medina Mendoza
Monday, December 22
Noon Tuya Family & Genevieve Sawicki
Tuesday, December 23

Noon Kent Rutledge, Rosendo Perez,
Matt & Christa Studzinski (int.)

Wednesday, December 24

5 p.m. SFX Parish Families

7 p.m. Deceased Sisters of St. Joseph

9 p.m. Diocesan Priests

Thursday, December 25

Midnight SFX Military Families

8:30 a.m. SFX Deceased Family Members
11 a.m. Deceased Benefactors of our School
Friday, December 26

8 a.m. Mary Studzinski

Saturday, December 27

5:00 p.m. Nita Birge & Margaret Zito

7:00 p.m. Pat Overholt

(at the Jekyll Isl. United Methodist Church)
Sunday, December 28

8:30 a.m. Catherine Cook

11:00 a.m. PJ Blanchard

6 p.m. Santos Cervantes &
Aurelio Medina Mendoza

Week of December 21, 2025

Sunday Fourth Sunday of Advent

Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; Rm 1:1-
7, Mt 1:18-24

Monday 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6
-7, 8abcd; Lk 1:46-56

Tuesday Mal 3:1-4, 23-24; Ps 25:4-5ab,
8-9, 10 and 14; Lk 1:57-66

Wednesday 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a,
16; Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29; Lk 1:67-
79

Thursday The Nativity of the Lord
Vigil Mass: Is 62:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 16-17,
27, 29; Acts 13:16-17, 22-25; Mt 1:1-25
or Mt 1:18-25

Mass during the Night: 1s 9:1-6; Ps 96:1-
2,2-3, 11-12, 13; Ti 2.11-14; Lk 2:1-14
Mass at Dawn: Is 62:11-12; Ps 97:1, 6,
11-12; Ti 3:4-7; Lk 2:15-20

Mass during the Day: |Is 52:7-10; Ps
98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6; Heb 1:1-6; Jn 1:1-18
or Jn 1:1-5, 9-14

Friday Feast of Saint Stephen, First
Martyr Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59; Ps 31:3cd-
4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17; Mt 10:17-22
Saturday Feast of Saint John

1Jn 1:14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12; Jn
20:1a and 2-8

Sunday Feast of the Holy Family
Joseph Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps 128:1-
2, 3, 4-5; Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17; Mt 2:13
-15, 19-23

December 24

S5 p.m. Mass

7 p.m. Mass
(Jekyll Isl. UMC)

(9 p.m. Misa Espanol)
December 25
Midnight Mass
8:30 a.m. Mass

11 a.m. Mass (bi-lingual)




All donations for the 2025 tax year must be deposited by

December 31st to be included on your tax letter. To be sure that

your donation is included please have all payments in the Parish

Office no later than noon on Wednesday, December 31st.

If you have moved in the last year, please get with the office to

change your address.

First Friday, January 2
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament in the church
from 1 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. for
silent prayer. Bi-lingual Mass
at 7 p.m.

2 de enero, Primer viernes
del mes tendremos al
santisimo sacramento
expuesto en la
iglesia desde la
1pm. Hasta las
pm.

If you have not made a pledge
or gave a one time donation,

it is not too late! Every dollar
raised counts! Please help us

meet our goal

. ®
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Merry Christmas to you all from the
Council of Catholic Women. We
wish you a wonderful season filled
with joy and light as we celebrate
the true meaning of Christmas. We
would like to thank you all for your
support this past year and are
looking forward to the new year
with many fundraisers including the
International Food Taster
Festival in February! May
you all have a blessed
Christmas.

Please join the Knights of Columbus
Sunday January 4 for the
Red Cross blood drive.

Thank You for giving your
precious gift to save a life.

BLOgD
DRIVE




Are you interested in We have a new ministry we've named the St.

sponsoring a student to
attend DYC? Please contact

Joseph's Guild. There are so many small
maintenance and lawn care projects that pop up
all over our campus. We would love to utilize

the parish office. Those who ||the many talents of our parishioners to
did so last year were an maintain and beautify the church property
INCREDIBLE blessing to so and buildings. Interested in serving? Contact

many of our students.

the office for more information.
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The Knights of Columbus is
currently accepting new members:
Must be 18 and older, and in Good
Standing with the Catholic Church.
Council Meetings on the 1st
Tuesday of the month. Please
contact SK Grand Knight Greg
Marr for more information.

Vivat Jesus!

FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK

waw Please scan this code to
e follow us on our parish
Facebook page and turn
on notifications for photos, updates,
events, announcements, livestreams,
etc. You can also contact us through
this platform, and we will gladly respond
to your messages as soon as possible.

Our St. Francis Xavier Young Adults
Group is on Facebook now. Our Young
Adult Ministry ) meets most Friday
evenings and consists of college
students, FLETC students
and young adults (single
and married between the
ages of 18-35. They meet
for faith and fellowship on
most Friday evenings. Please reach
out to stephen@xavierbrunswick.org
or
deaconchrissadowski@xavierbrunswic
k.org to get connected today.

Do you pay most of your bills
online? You can donate to SFX
online through Our Sunday Visitor

(OSV) on our website.



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61583546800489&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVt8V8xTeYiIQl0wdeLgYo6nPtRAN3C0nbjCnQQch6ZLIMbU1BhPqUC07KMgBn08OhcKbPEqaEmhJQu5dPI8zf9K84EBblzD3OqMgvEtBtLNsRSSHIzuNhTOwxeKnRj5uWWBoT9V9IxH7LtiadHF8EUcohy9O95o2XnrckQrpmSAI4TAxyvQ7pzAjxRQ
mailto:stephen@xavierbrunswick.org
mailto:deaconchrissadowski@xavierbrunswick.org
mailto:deaconchrissadowski@xavierbrunswick.org

School News

Our Mission
Inspired by the Sisters of St. Joseph, St. Francis Xavier Catholic School
provides an excellent academic foundation, promotes spiritual
formation, and instills within each student a desire to serve others.

Dear Friends,

As we move from the Thanksgiving holidays into the
Season of Advent, all of us here at St. Francis Xavier
Catholic School have so much for which to be thankful.
We have been blessed with wonderful families who
support us year after year; our programs are wide and
varied and serve so many people; and the deep Catholic
identity that shapes our mission, the gift of our new
state-of-the-art school facility, and the dedication of our
highly qualified faculty all work together to form a
learning community unlike any other

Despite these many blessings, we know that our mission
continues to call us forward. As the poem inspired by
Archbishop Oscar Romero reminds us:

“We plant seeds that one day will grow.

We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold
future promise.

We lay foundations that will need further development.”
Our journey of faith, service, and academic excellence is
ongoing.

May this Advent season fill your home with hope, peace,
joy, and love.

Yours in Christ, Mrs. Annemarie Marr

TOUR OUR
SCHOOL!
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SUNDAY - Domingo

8:30 am (inglés), 11:00am. (inglés)
6:00 pm. ( espaniol )

MONDAY - Lunes 12:00 pm (inglés)
TUESDAY - Martes 12:00 pm (inglés)
WEDNESDAY - Miércoles
8 a.m. School Mass & 7:00 pm (inglés)
THURSDAY - Jueves
8:00 am (inglés), 7:00 pm Hora Santa
* adoraciéon del Santisimo Sacramento
FRIDAY - Viernes 8:00 am (inglés)
Primer viernes de cada mes misa
bilingue a las 7:00 pm
SATURDAY - Sabado 5:00 pm (inglés)

WE LOVE HAVING YOU AS

a part of
our Flock!

Keep in touch with us via
email and text!

TEXT
SFX2025

T0 84576

E OR CONNECT WITH US ONLINE AT:
stfrancisxaviercatholic2.flocknote.con



